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1. Except for its perennial border and sovereignty 
problems with Chile, Brazil and Great Britain, Argentina's 
major foreign policy problems revolve around human 
rights. The GOA response to US sanctions and growing 
European public criticism has shifted somewhat in 
recent months. Previously, GOA tried to argue away 
human rights abuses as an unfortunate result of a 
dirty war and an exaggeration exploited by an inter- 
national leftist campaign to discredit the government. 

may be 

Lately, however, GOA /aa^ shifting towards a new tack:- 
re-emphasizing ties with the Third World and even 
Communist countries as a counter-weight to US 


"rejection" over ..human rights. The motives are not 
entirely clear and are probably varied. Concerned 


DRAFTED 

POL : Y myi-r/AGFree 



:man: i 


jk 


DRAFTING DATE 

j TEL. EXT. 

7/17/78 

j 278 


CONTENTS ANO CLASSIFICATION APPROVED BY: 

DCM:MChapli* 


CATION APPRO 


CLEARANCES: 

A/POLCOUNS : AGFre 


USICA: JRHiggijj^" 



101 



CLASSIFICATION 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/PS 
Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 
( 'Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny 

ExemptionCs): / 

Declassify: ( )In Part ( L^InFull ~ 

( ) Classify as ( ) Extend as ( ) Downgrade to 

Date DedasSifyon Reason 


81F93 

(51/52) 


OPTIONAL FORM 1 
IFmartl FS-41 

DwTSb 






{< ' 


r 


L 



with growing US and European pressure, GOA is 

seeking to expand its options and sources of 

foreign goods and support. How much its current 

approximation to the Third World is designed as 

a warning to the West or an effort to regain 

Argentina 

Western respect by promoting as a bridge- 

or moderator to the Third World is not altogether 
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clear. It , however, a technique to relegate 
the human rights issue to a less prominent plane 
in its foreign affairs. 

2. Argentine human rights groups have told us that the 
strong, open and vocal efforts of the US on behalf 
of human rights have served as a model for their 
own activities in the country. The US position, 
they say, has strengthened the hand of those in the 

Argentine human rights movement who are working for a 

more open pub lie consideration of the problem. 

/3. However, it is difficult to measure public 

opinion on the human rights issue, given the fact 

that there is a de facto ^military regime, a state 

of seige and press censorship in effect on questions 

related to terrorism. What does predominate in the 

media is a huffy defense of the national sovereignty 

with alternating degrees of xenophobic HiSMemotion 

and sophistication. We believe that the human rights 

constituency in Argentina, i.e. those concerned 
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I about persohar rights , is still quite thin*-^Bi | 

full scope 

v It may grow as the/raaa&Baat of the 

human rights violations that clandestinely have 
taken place seeps into the public mind, but this may 
be a protracted development because (among other 
reasons) : 

■for many years 

(A) human rights violations /have been a way 
of life here (although never on the scale of that 
experienced since the mid-1970s); 

(B) the great mass of the population -- workers 
and Peronists included -- do not identify with the 
sons and daughters of the middle class who, in 
organizing the ERP and Montoneros , attempted to fob 
themselves off as proletariat. 

4. For many Argentines, both those for and against 

the current government, talk about "personal rights" 

is a codeword for a broader and more important 

question -- the issue of a return to democratic 

institutions, which is seen as being symbiotically 

connected with that of personal rights. Leaders "" 

of the old political parties tell us -- quietly -- 

that they support our human rights policies, 

because they view the policy as contributing to 

the cause of an eventual return to democracy. (Their public 

pronouncements on personal rights have been few and gingerly, 
/For these leaders, personal rights cannot be guar- /however.) 
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anteed until there is full restoration of democratic 
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government . We note too that the government, when 

it talks about moving toward a restoration of 

"the rule of law", usually places this in the 

context of beginning the process of political 

re democratization. (See Buenos Aires 5298 in 

which we argued for a posture that would permit 
to 

us plausibly /deny to GOA officials that we 

were explicitly pushing now for a return to 

democratic forms in order not to prejudice what 

prospects there are for enhancement of personal 
the 

rights by /current government -- which we see as 
continuing in power for the foreseeable future.) 

5. Embassy should also note our belief that the 

enthusiastic reception which Videla received 

during and just after the Mundial was largely a 

demonstration of hurt nationalistic pride (in 

in reaction to 

part manipulated) / R&gspaigggx&ggiH the propaganda 
being mounted against the government and the 
Armed Forces from abroad ‘on the human rights 
issue . 

Partly to enhance his image/ 

6. / politically ambitious 

Admiral Massera is making a political issue out 
limited 

of certain/aspects of the human rights question. 

The most vivid example of this was the recent 
^ press exchange between the Navy and the Army spokesman^ 
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r on whether or not to publish the names of Argentines I 
killed by security forces in the anti- terrorism 
campaign. This is a most interesting development. 
Massera -- whose hands certainly are not clean -- 
could prove to be a motor mechanism for accelerating 
the political process and -- in the process -- 
opening up these sensitive issues to public view. 
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